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ABSTRACT 
Professor Lavinel G. Ionescu was born of Romanian parents in Varset (Vrsac), 
Banat, Yugoslavia on May l9, l943. He attended primary and secondary school 
in Yugoslavia, Italy and Switzerland. He obtained the Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Chemistry in l963 and the Master of Science Degree in l966 from 
the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, USA and the Ph.D. Degree in 
Physical Chemistry from New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, USA in 
l970. He did postdoctoral work at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara and has. held facuZty positions at universities in the United States 
and Brazil. At the present, he is Professor of Chemistry at the Pontif{cia 
Universidade Catolica do Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre and the Universidade 
Luterana do Brasil, Canoas, RS, Brazil. His research work includes liquid 
scintillators, radioacti~e isotopes, noble gases, solution the'r'modynamics, 
surfactants and micelles, miceZlar catalysis, respiratory pigments, membrane 
models and history and philosophy of science. He has trained more than 
fifty research scientists from different parts of the world, is the author 
of more than two hundred and fifty scientific works and has been the 
recipient of many prizes and awards. 

RESUMO 
Professor Dr. Lavinel G. Ionescu nasceu de pais romenos em varset (Vrsac), 
Banat, Iugoslavia em l9 de maio de l943. Fez os estudos de primeiro e 
segundo grau na IugosZavia, Italia e Sui~a. Ele obteve o tttulo de B.S. em 
Qu{mica em Z963 e o M.S. em Qu{mica em Z966 na University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, USA e o Ph.D. em Flsico-Qutmica na New Me$iao State University, 
Las Cruces, USA em Z970. ReaZizou estudos de pos-doutorado Na University of 
CaZifornia, Santa Barbara, USA e ocupou cargos de professor em v5rias 
universidades norte-ameriaanas e brasiZeiras. Na presente data, eZe faz parte 
do corpo docente da Pontif{cia Universidade CatoZica do Rio Grande do sui e 
da Universidade Luterana do BrasiZ, Canoas, RS • As suas atividades de 
pesquisa inaZuem aintiZadores llquidos, gases nobres, iaOtopoa radioativos, 
termodinWnica de solugOes, surfatantes e micelas," cataiise micelar, pigmentos 
respiratorios, modeZos de membranas e historia e fiZosofia da ciencia. 
0 Prof, Dr. L. G. Ionescu preparou mais de cinquenta pesquisadores de varias 
partes do mundo, e o autor de mais de duzentos e ainqUenta trabalhos aient{
fiaos e foi honrado com varios pr8mios e distingOes. 

KEYWORDS History of Chemistry, Liquid Scintillators, 
Noble Gases, Surfactants and Micelles, 
Micellar Catalysis, Solution Thermodynamics. 
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Uma Homenagem ao Prof. Dr. L. G. Ionescu 

Professor Lavinel G. Ionescu was born of 
Romanian parents on May 19. 1943 in varset ~ 
Vrsac, Banat, Yugoslavia. He attended primary 
and secondary school in Simianas (Sarite), 
Alibunar and Uzdtn, Banat, Yugoslavia and com~ 
pleted high school in Rohrbach bei Huttwir~ 
Bern, Switzerland and Trieste, Italy. 

He began his universi_ty studies in 1959 
at Compton College, Compton, California, where 
he obtained the Associate in Arts De'gree - CW!l 
Laude in 1961. Subsequently, he attended the 
University of California at Los Angeles and 
obtained the Bachelor of Science Degree with 
a Major in Chemistry and Minor in Mathematics 
With Honors in 1964 from the University of New 
Mexico~ Albuquerque, USA. 

Prof. Dr. L. G. Ionescu obtained the Master 
of Science Degree with a Major in Physical 
Organic Chemistry and Minor in Physics from the 
University of New Mexico in 1966. His M.S. TheSis 
work dealt with the use of dihydronaphthalenes 
and dihydrophenanthrenes as liquid scintillators 
and was done under the supervision of Professors 
Guido H. Daub and Francis Newton Hayes of the 
Los Alamos National Scientific Laboratory. 

Professor L. G. Ionescu obtained the Doctor 
of Philosophy Degree with a Major in Physical 
Chemist_ry and Minors in Astrophysics and Biology 
from New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, USA 
in 1970. His Ph.D. Dissertation dealt mainly with 
solution thermodynamics, included the study of 
the interaction of leguminuous hemoglobin with 
nitrogen and xenon, the properties of the xenonM 
water clathrate and the solubility of gases and 
was performed under the supervision of Professor 
Gordon J. Ewing. 

Dr. L. G. Ionescu did postdoctoral work. at 
New Mexico State University and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, where he collaborated 
with Professor Clifford A. Bunton in the area of 
aggregation colloids and rJicellar Catalysis. iHe 
also attended Medical School. 

Professor Lavinel G. Ionescu began his 
academic career as Teaching Assistant at the UniM 
Versity of New Mexico and New Mexico State UniverM 
sity and as Technical Assistant at the University 
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, USA, positions that he 
held from 1964 to 1970. During the period of 1972 
to 1978 he occupied faculty positions at New MexiCo 
Highlands University, Las Vegas, USA and the Univer
sity of Detroit, Detroit, Michigan, USA. 

In June of 1978, accepting an invitation of 
the Brazilian Minister of Education and Culture, 
Or. L. G. Ionescu went to Brazil and joined the 
faculty of the Universidade Federal de Santa 
Catarina in Florian0po11s as Full Professor of 
Chemistry. Together with American and other 
foreign faculty ~embers, he helped establish the 
Graduate Progra~ in Physical Chemistry and in 
Physics at UFSC in FlorianOpolis. 

tn 1983, Prof. Dr. Lavinel G. Iones~u moved 
to Porto Alegre where he became a faculty member 
of the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul. 
He occupied the positions of Full Professor of 
Materials Science in the School of Engineering 
and Professor of Chemistry in the Instituto de 
Qufmica.and was instrumental in the establishment 
of the Doctoral Program in Metallurgical and 
Materials Engineering and the Master Program in 
Chemistry. In 1992, after denouncing ecologic 
crfffies, embezzlement of public funds and adminis
trative irregularites he was stripped of all his 
academic rights and dismissed from the faculty of 
UFRGS, in an action that had high political, moral 
and inquisitional connotations and implications. 
. ·Soon afterwards, he occupied the positions of 
Professor of Chemistry at the Universidade Luterana 
cio Brasil, Canoas, RS and the Pontfffcia Universidade 
CatOlica do Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, positions 
that he still holds at the present date. 

Professor Dr. Layinel G •. Ionescu nasceu de 
pais roroenos ero YArset • Yrsac, Banat, I.ugosliv1a 
no dt! de 19 'de 111ato de 1943. Ele fez os.estudos 
de pr1111etro e segundo grau em Sim1ana_s (Beorite), 
Altbunar e Uzd1"n, Banit, tugoslivta e completou 
a escola secundiirta em Rohrbacff 6et Huttwt1, 
Bern, Suitr;a e Trieste. Itiil1a. • 

Comer;ou os estudos untversitirios em 1959 
em Compton College, Compton. Califdrn1a, USA e 
obteve o grau de AsB"(iotate tn A~ts ~ Cum Lauds 
em 1961. Subsequentemente, ele frequentou a 
University of California at Los Angeles e e1\l 
1964 obteve o grau de Baoheto~ of Soi.enoe -
CW11 Laude da University of New Mexico, Albuquer· 
que. USA, tendo Qufmtca como irea principal e 
Matemiitica como subespec1a11dade. 

O Prof. Dr. L. G. Ionescu o6teve o "titulo 
de M.S. com especia11dade ero f:fsico ... Qufn1Ca••(>rgintca 
e su5especta11dade em Fistca da Untversity of · 
Hew Mexico ero 1966. A sua tese de mestrado teve 
C0100 enfase O USO de dth1dronaftalenoS e dih1dro• 
fenantrenos coroo ctntf1adores lfqutdos e fo1 ela· 
borada ·sol> a orientayio dos· Professores Guido H. 
Daub e Francis ·Newton Hayes do Los Alamos National 
Scientific Laboratory. 

O Prof. Or. L. G. Ionescu obteve o tftulo de 
Ph.D. em ·Ffs1co·Qufm1ca, tendo c0100 materias secunM 
diirtas Astroffs1ca e _Bfologfa, da New- Mexico State 
Unfvers1ty; Las Cruces, USA em 1970. o·.seu~.tra~alho 
de doutorado tratou princtpal111ente da term~dinamica 
de solu~Oe"s, tnc1utndo o estudo da 1ntera~ao da 
hemoglobfna leguminosa com nitrogento e xenOnto, 
as Propriedades do clatrato xenOnio-iigua e a solu· 
b111dade de gases e fo1 executado sob a orientayio 
do Prof. Dr. Gordon J. Ewing. 

O Or. Lavinel G. Ionescu fez estudos de pOsM 
doutorado na New Mexico State University e na Unfver· 
sity of California. Santa Barbara, USA, onde colaborou 
com of Prof. or. Clifford A. Bunton na irea de colOides 
de assocfay8o e catilise micelar.Ele tam5€m estudou 
me di c1 na. 

O Prof. Dr. Lavinel G. Ionescu comeyou a sua 
carrefra academ1ca como Auxilfar de Ens1no e Auxi11ar 
Tii"cnico na University of New MeXfc'o,·New- Me:xi_co State 
University e University of Ala6ama, Tuscaloosa, USA, 
cargos que ele desempenhou entre 1964 e 1970. No 
perfodo de 1972 a 1978 ele ocupou cargos de Professor 
na 'New Mexico Highlands Univens1ty, Las Vegas, USA e 
na University of Detroit, .Detroit, Michfgin, USA. 

Em Junho de 1978, aceitando um conv1te do M1n1stro 
da Educay8o e Cultura, o Dr. Lav1ne1 G. Ionescu veiou 
para o Brasil e ocupou o cargo de Professor Titular 
em-Qufmica na Universidade federal de Santa Catarina em 
Flor1an0polis. Junto com outros ·professores americanos 
e professores estrangefros, ele ajudou establecer os 
Programas de P6s-Graduayio em Ffs1co-QuTmica e em 
Ffs1ca na UFSC. 

Em 1983, o Prof. Or. Lavfnel G. Ionescu mudou
se para Porto Alegre e comecou a 1azer parte do 
corpo ·docente da Urliversfdade Federal ·do Rio Grande 
do Sul. Ocupou os cargos de Professor Titular de 
c1encias de Matertats na Escola de Engenarfa e 
Professor Titular de Qufm1ca no rnstituto de Quf-
111ica e teve um papel mufto tmportante no estable
cimento do Programa de Ooutorado em Engenharia 
MetalUrgica e dos Matertats e do Programa de 
Mestrado em guimtca. Em 1992, depo_1s de denunciar 
o Crime Ecologico do Campus do Vale, desvio de 
dtnhefro p6&11co e virias trregularfdades adm1M 
nfstrat1vas, todos os seus direftos academtcos 
foram cassados e ele fo1 demittdo da UFRGS. rsto 
fof uma ay8o que teve conotayOes altamente polftf
cas morais e 1nqutsitorfa1s e aconteceu num 
perfodo de p1enas lfberdades •democriticasR. 

Logo apOs a sua dem1ssio, o Prof. Dr. Lav1ne1 
G. Ionescu aceitou os cargos de Professor de Qu1-
m1 ca e B1oqufm1ca da Universidade Luterana do 
Brasi 1, Canoas. RS e Professor de Qufmfca da Pon.ti
ff cf a Unfversfdade Cat611ca do Rio Grande do Sul, 
Porto Alegre, funyOes que ocupa ate a presente 
data. 
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Uma Homenagem ao Prof. Dr. L. G. Ionescu 

He has been Visiting Professor at the Un1yers1ty 
of California, Santa Barbara. Universidade de Caxias 
do Sul, Universidade Regional de Blumenau, Unfversf
dade Federal de Santa Maria, Jnstftuto Luterano de 
Ens1no Superior de Manaus, Ama2onas and other unfver· 
sities .fn various continents. 

During almost three decades as faculty roember 
at various universities, Prof. L. G. Ionescu parttcf
pated of a wide number of committees. He was a member 
of the Lfbrar¥ Committee at New Mexico Highlands Uni• 
versfty (NHHU) .,, the University of Detroit (UofO) 
and the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul 
(UFRGS), Extension, Academic Standing and Scolarship 
Committees at NMHU, UofD, UFSC and UFRGS and Graduate 
Committees at all the universities were he held 
positions. He was Chairman of the Physical Chemistry 
Division at UFSC, Chairman and founder of the Catal)'sis 
Group at UFRGS, Director of the Laboratory of Surface 
Chem:fstry at UFSC and OFRGS and Research -coordinator 
for the area of Physical Chemistry at OFSC.He served 
on the Departmental Council and faculty or College 
Councils at various universities. 

In terms of didactic activities, Prof. L.G:.Ionescu 
teaches or taught mainly courses in physical chemistry 
at all levels and occasionally general chemistry for 
freshmen students, biocherotstry, quantum mechanics 
and history and philosophy of ·science. He was the 
first scientist 1n 8raztl to offer a formal course 
on -matter and niaterie:ls under ext1"eree ceindttfons. 

Professor L. G. ronescu 1 s rese.~rch activities 
include liquid sc1nt111ators. fluorescence, uses 
and properties of radioactive isotopes of iron 
and thorium, solution thermodynamics, noble gases, 
particularly helium and xenon. clathrates or gas 
hydrates, respiratory pigments, phosphate esters, 
surfactants and micelles, niicellar catalysts, 
membrane models and history and philosophy of 
science. He has trained more than fifty (50) 
research scientists from all conttnents,is the 
author of approximately two h,undred and fifty (250) 
scientific publications and has written various 
short monographs. Some representative publications 
are _given at the end of this article. 

Amon!} his more important· contributions ·are 
the thermodynamic study of the xenon-water clath
rate, the study of the m1ce111zat1on process in 
nonaqueous polar solvents such as glycerO\;ethylene 
glycol and formamide, the effect of cosolvents on 
mfcelle formation in water, a micelle model. first 
proposed during the 174th American Chemical Society 
National Meeting tn Chicago, Illinois in 1977, a 
classification of solvents using micelles as probes, 
the interaction of po~phyrins with surfactants and 
micellar catalysis under non-conventional conditions. 

We had the privilege to know and collaborate 
with Prof. L. G. Ionescu. especially during his 
tenure at New Mexico Highlands University and the 
University of Detroit. He fs a very hard working 
and kind person and he ts always eager to help 
others. He has an exagerated sense of justice and 
is very harsh with those that act irresponsibly and 
abuse and violate the rules of common senBe and 
human decency. 

Prof. L. G. Ionescu is fluent in many European 
languages including Romanian, Serbo-Croatian, 'Italian, 
French, Spanish, Portuguese, Rhaeto-Romanic, German. 
English and has a reasonable knowledge of Latin, 
Greek. Albanian, Bulgarian and Russian. At times, he 
surprises people conversing in Chinese, Japanese, 
Swahili or Hindi. At the present, he is engaged in 
learning Guarani, the language spoken by the Indians 
of Paraguay, Uruguay, Southern Brazil and Northern 
Argentina. 

He is a widely travelled person and his trips 
included the Arctic Circle, Sonoran Desert, Carpathians, 
the Andes and Aconcagua. the Islands of the Pacific 
and the Amazon. His hobbies include stamp collecting, 
mountain climbing, swimming and astronomy. He is also 
interested fn the history, folklore and tradttfons of 

Ele foi Professor Visitante na University of 
California, Santa Barbara, Universidade· de Caxias 
do Sul, Universtdade Regional de 8Tumenau, Un1ver
s1dade Federal de Santa Maria, Instituto Luterano 
de Ensino superior de Manaus, Amazonas e outras 
unfversidades em virios cont1nentes. 

Durante quase tres decadas como membro do 
corpo docente de virias univers1dadesi o Prof. Dr. 
Lavinel G. Ionescu participou de um numero grande 
de comissOes. Fez parte da Comissio para a Bib11o
teca em New Mexico Highlands University (NMHU} , 
University of Detroit (U of 0) e na Universidade 
Federal do Rlo Gre:nde:-ao' Sul, (OFRG~ )das Comi ssOes 
de Extensio. Avaliacio Acadimica e Bolsas de Estudo 
em NMHU, U of D, UFSC e UFRGS e de ComissOes de 
POs-Graduacio em todas as un1vers1dades onde ocupou 
cargos. Fof Coordenador da Divfsio de F'fsco -Qu'fmica 
na UFSC, Coordenador e Fundador do Grupo de Catilise 
da UFRGS, Diretor do Laborat0r1o de F'fsico-Qu'fmica 
de Superffcies na UFSC e na UFRGS e Coordenador da 
Pesquisa em Ffsico-Qulmica na UFRGS. Serviu no 
Conselho Departamental e Conselhos e CongregacOes 
de Faculdades e Institutos em var1as universidades. 

Em terroos de atfv1dades d_id5't1ces, o Prof. 
Dr. L. G. ronescu leciona ou lec1onou prfnctpal
mente discfpltnas de f'lstco-Qufnitca em todos os 
nlveis e ocastonalmente qufmfca geral para 
ca 1 ouros, flfoqu'fm1 ca, qufmt ca quantt Ca. es trutura 
da matirta e histOrfa e filosofia da etincfa. 
Ele foi o pr1me1ro c1entista no Brasil a oferecer 
uma d1sctplfna formal so5re watirfa e materiais 
em cond1 coes extremas. - · 

As attvidades de pesqutsa do Professor Dr 
~avfnel G. I~nescu a6rangem cr11tais llquidOs,' 
c1nt11adores,:1'fgutdos, fluoreS"cencta, usos e pro
P!iedades ·de ts!:!topos radioattvos de ferro e · 
torio, termodtn!mfca das ~otucOes, gase$ ·nobres, 
espec1alroente helio e xenon1o, clatratos ou hidra· 
tos de gases, pigmentos respiratOrfos. isteres de 
fosfato, surfatantes e mfcelas. catilf se mtcelar 
mo~elos de memfiranas e histOrta e f11osofia da -• 
cienc1a. Ele preparou mats de cfnquenta (_SOJ. 'pesqtJf
sadores de todos os contfnentes • sendo o autor de 
aproxfmadamente du;entos e c1nquenta (250) trabalhos 
cie!!tfffcos e de varfas monograf1as. Algumas· publ.f· 
cacoes representativas estio no ffm deste artfgo 

_ Entre as suas contrfbufcOes mais importanteS 
es!ao o estudo termodinamfco do clatrato de xenOnio 
e agua, o estudo_do processo de micelizacio em sol
ventes polares nao-aquosos como g1ieerol, etileno
glfeol e formamida, o efeito de cossolventes sobre 
a forma~io de m1celas em Agua, um modelo de m1cela. 
proposto durante o l74th American Chemical Society 
National Meeting em Chicago, Illinois, USA em ?977 
a classificacio d£ solventes usando micelas como ' 
son~as. a intera~ao de porfir1nas com surfatantes e 
catali~e mtcelar em condixoes nio-conveneionafs. 

Nos tivemos o pr1vilegio de conhecer e colaborar 
com o Prof; Dr. L. G. Ionescu, especialmente durante 
sua permanencia em New Mexico Highlands University e 
University of ~etroit._Ele i uma pessoa mufto traba· 
lhadora e cortes e esta sempre d~sposto a ajudar a 
outros; Ele tem um senttdo de just1ca exagerado e e 
fmplacave! e severo ~om aqueles que agem de maneira 
irresponsavel ! abusam e violam as regras do bom 
senso e da decencta. 

~Prof. Dr. Lavine} G. !onescu fala muitas lTnguas 
europ!ias 1nclu1ndo romeno~servio-croata, italfano, 
fran£es, espanhol, portugues, reto~romano, alemio, 
ingles e pos~ui u~ conheefmento razoivel de latim, 
grego, albanes, bulgaro e russo. As vezes ele surprende 
as pessoas conversando em ch f ni!s • j apones • swahf ·1 f ou 
hindu. Na presente data ele esti aprendendo guarani, 
a lingua falada pelos Tndfos do Paraguai, Uruguai, Sul 
do Brasil e o Norte da Argentina. 
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many peoples. During his years as a student at 
the University of New Mexico~ h.e w-as a meJ11ber of 
the Kiva Club • Hattve American Students Assoti* 
ation 1 a close fl'i'end_ qf Q!l Qf ~h~ ~2!1.~ ~f ~h~ "' 
Governor of Isleta Indian Reservation and learned 
a lot about the Pueblo lnd1aris, the Hopis and the 
Navajos. Later, while at New Mexico State Uni~er* 
sity, besides astronomy, he had a lot of interest 
in the Mescalero and Jicarilla Apaches and the 
Tarahumara Indiaris, high in the mountains of 
Sierra Madre Ocidental in Chihuahua, Mexico, He 
prides hi~self of knowing many of Geron1mo 1 s 
trails and drinking water from Geronimo's fountain. 

Professor Lavinel G. Ionescu Decame widely 
known throughout Brazil as the Leader of the 
Pl'O-EcoLogia Group of Porto Alegre and Yiamao after 
denouncing the ecologic crime of the Campus do-Vale 
of the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul .and widespread 
corruption and embezzlement of public funds at the 
same institution. He appeared on all television 
channels and many radio programs throughout Brazil 
and some of his interviews covered entire pages of 
Jornai dfJ Brasit, Brazil's most important news
paper. 

On the streets of Porto Alegre, many people 
recognize him as the "courageous Professor of the 
Instituto de Qulmica Of UFRGS" and in Yiamio, city 
where he lives since 1983, he is considered an almost 
my tho l ogi ca 1 figure and people address him respectfully 
as "Profeeeor 11 or "Profeseor LavineL". Prof. Dr. 
Oimitrios Samios, present Dean of the College of 
Chemistry of the Federal University of Rio Grande do 
Sul has made public depositions considering ,him as 
an arch~type# a model person or prototype that came 
to the wrong place at the wrong time and before his 
time. 

When asked about persons that have marked his 
academic career, Professor L. G. Ionescu always 
remembers two: Dr. Glenn A. Crosby, currently Professor 
of Chemistry and Materials Science at Washington State 
University and Dr. Clyde W. Tombaugh, Discoverer of 
Pluto, Emeritus Professor of Astronomy at New Mexico 
State University, Las Cruces. With Crosby he learned 
quantum chemistry, structure of matter, spectroscopy 
and statistical mechanics and Tombaugh motivated his 
interest for astronomy and astrot>hysics. Both of them 
were real masters, ·taught mainly by their example and 
gave a: few glinipses of what life is really about. 

Prof. Dr. Lavine1 G. Ionescu has received many 
prizes, distinctions and awards, has gtven invited 
lectures in 111ore than twenty dtffere·nt countries 
and organized or helped organize wany scientific 
events a11 over the world. Among them we cite the 
' 1Sympoaium on Ch(fmistzoy in Latin Amezoica" during 
the First Chemical Congress of the North American 
Continent in Mexico City in 1975 '.various IntO-rnatt'.onal. 
Symposia on Surfactants in soiution. 

He is a member of the California Junior Colleges 
Scolarship Federation, Society of'Sigma Xi~ Scientific 
Research Society (USA), Sigma ~i Sigma - National 
Physics Honor Society (USA), Past President and 
Vice-Pres; dent of the Physical Sciences Section of 
the Michigan Academy of Arts, Science and Letters, 
New Mexico Academy of Sciences, New York Academy of 
Sciences, Founding Member of the Amerdcan Romanian 
Academy of Arts and Sciences together with 
Mons. Octavian Sirlea, Hircea Eliade and George Emil 
Palade, Nobel Laureate in Medicine and Fo.undfng 
President of SARMISEGETUSA RESEARCH GROUP of Santa Fe 
and Las Cruces, New Mexico, USA. 

Or. L. G. Ionescu is a member of the American 
Chemical Society since 1965, American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, Astronomical Society of 
Las Cruces, Sociedade Brasfleira de Qufroica, Associa~io 
Brasfleira de Qufmfca, Sociedade Brasfleira de Bioqulmica 
e Biologia Molecular, Sociedade Brasfleira para o 
Progresso da ciencfa and the Planetary Society and 
Sociedade Iberoamericana de Cristais Liquidos. 

O Prof. Dr. Lavinel G. Ion.escu v1ajou JDUito 
e entre ~s regtOes que ele conhece estio o C1rculo 
Polar·~rct1Co, o Deserto de Sonofa, os CirpatOs, os 
Andes e ·Aconcaaua, as ·11has ao Pac1ftco e ·a 
Amaz0n1a. Ele e um colecionador de selos postafs, 
gosta de alp1nisroo e de nata~ao e adorj astronomia. 
Ele tamb~m tero muito interesse na h1stor1a e fo1clore 
tradf¢io de muftos povos. Nos seus anos de estudante 
na' University of New Mexico, ele foi sOcfo do K1va 
Club - Associa~ao dos Estudantes Amer1canos Nativos 
e boro amigo de um dos f11hos do Govetnador da Reserva 
!ndia de Isleta e aprendeu rouitas cofsas sobre os 
tndfos Pueblo, os Hopis e os Navajos. Mais tarde, 
quando estudava em New Mexico State University, alero 
da astronom1a, ele tinha mufto interesse para os 
Apaches das Tribos Mescalero e J1car111a e os Tndfos 
Tarahumara no alto das montanhas da Sferra Madre 
Occidental em Chihuahua, Mexico. Ele esti orgulhoso 
de conhecer mu1tas das trilhas de GerOnimo e deter 
bebido igua da Fonte de GerOnimo. 

O Prof. Or. Lavinel G. Ionescu ficou amplamente 
conhecido no Brasil todo como o Lead(Jz> do Grupo 1-· 

Pr0-Eootogia de Porto Alegre e Vfamio depots de 
denuncfar o Crim(J EcotOgico do Campue do vat(J da 
'1n1verstdade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul e muita 
corrup~io, desvfo de dinhefro publico e 1rregular1-
dades administratfvas na mesma inst1tui~io. Apareceu 
ero todos os canais de televtsio e muftos programas de 
radio no Brasil inteiro e as suas entrevfstas as yezes 
cobriram pigfnas 1ntefras do Jorn.at dfJ Briasit, o d1ir1o 
ma1s importante do Pals. 

Nas ruas de Porto Alegre e reconhecido por muita 
gente como "O Pzoofesaor corajoso do Inetituto de Qutmiaa 
da VPRGS" e em Vfamio, cidade onde reside desde 1983> 
ele e constderado uma figura quase mito10g1ca e folclo~ 
rica e as pessoas se direfgem a ele respettosamente 
como "Prof<Jooor 11 ou "Prof<Jooozo Laulnat". 0 Prof. Dr. 
Ofmitrtos Samfos. atual 01retor do Instituto de Qulmtca 
da Unfversidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul prestou 
depoimentos pfibl 1 cos onde cons1 dera1~ Prof Lavfnel como 
a%'qu6t_ipo# uma pessoa modelo ou protOtipo que veiou ao 
tugar errado no tempo errado e antes da hora certa. 

Quando 1ndagado sobre pessoas que marcaram a sua 
carreira academ1ca, o Professor Lavinel sempre se ·lembra 
de duas pessoas: Or. Glenn A. Crosby, atualmente Professor 
de Qulmica e c1enc1as de Materias em Washington State 
Un1yersfty e Dr. Clyde w. Tombaugh, Oescobridor do 
Planeta Plutao e Professor Emerito de Astronomia em 
New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. Com Crosby 
ele aprendeu quimica quint1ca. estrutura da mater1a, 
espectroscopia e mecinica estatfst1ca e foi Tombaugh 
que motivou o seu 1nteresse pela astronomfa e astro
ffs1ca. Os dois foram verdadeiros mestres, ensfnaram 
principalmente pelos seus exemplos e deram alguns 
v1s1umbres sobre o prop6sito da vida. 

O Prof. Dr. Lavinel G. Ionescu recebeu 
mu1tos ptem1os, honrarias e dfstin~Oes. Ele 
proferiu ·palestras e conferinc1as conv1dadas 
em ma is de vinte paises dfferentes e organizou 
ou a~udou organfzar muttos encontros c1entff1-
em varias partes do mundo. Entre eles cftamos 
o "SimpOslo SoD-:re Qul'11i't.ca na Am6rica Latinan 
durante o Primeiro Congresso Qulmico do Contf
nente Norte-Americano na Cidade do Mexico em 
1975 e virios SimpOeios Internaoionais SoDzos 
Surfatantes am Sol.ugGo. 

Ele i membro da California Junior Colleges 
Scolarship Fe'deration, Society of Sigma Xi -
Scientific Research Society of America {USA), 
Sigma Pi Sigma - National Physics Honor Socfety 
(USAl, Ex-Presidente e Vice-Presidente da 
Sec~ao de Ctencias Fisicas da Michigan Academy 
of Arts. Science and Letters, New Mexico Academy 
of Science, Hew York Academy of Sciences, Hembro 
Fundador da American Romanian Academy of Arts and 
Sciences Junto com Mons. Octavian 84rlea, Mircea 
E11ade e George Emil Palade, Laureado Nobel em 
Medicina e Presidente Fundador do SARMISEGETVSA 
RESEARCH GROVP de Santa Fee Las Cruces, Novo 
Mex1co. Estados Unfdos. 
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He acted as Secretary of the Rio Grande do Sul 
Section of the Brazilian Chemical Society from 1987 to 
1990. was Brazilian National Representative ip the 
Commission on Colloid and Surface Chemistry Including 
Catalysis of the INTERNATIONAL UllION OP PURE AND APPLIED 
CHEMISTRr (1983~85), Brazilian Representative for the 
UNESCO erogram for Chemistry in Latin America, member 
of the Escuela latinoamericana de Qufmica Inorganica. and 
Consultant of most - Brazilian Granting Agencies. 

Or. L. G. Ionescu received-the distinctions 
of Paranymph and Honored Professor f!'?m ~~n.y_generations 
of cheNiStS that graduated ·t-rom t·h_e Unfvers!dade 
Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (Uf'RGS). Pontif1cia 
Universidade Cat011ca do Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS) 
and Univers1dade Luterana do Brasil (ULBRA}. 

He is Researcher IA (highest cathegory) of 
CNPq - National Brazilian Research Cou.ncil and is 
included in American Men and ~omen of Science, Yho 
is Who, Who is Yho in the Worid, Inte~nationai Who 
is who and the Worid Bock of Ioneecu'e. 

In 1965, after graduating with honors fro~ 
the University of New Mexico, Governor Tom Campbell 
declared him an neonorary Citizen of the State of 
He~ Me:icon and during his tenure as a young Professor 
at New Mexico Highlands University, las Vegas (1972-75). 
Or. L. G. tones cu had close ties with the Governor's 
Office and Governor Bruce King's Staff. 

He is the editor of QU1MICO PAMPEANO and the 
SOUTHERN BRAZILIAN JOURNAL OF CHEMISTRI and is a 
member of the Editorial Board of various journals, 
f ncl udi ng the BRAZILIAN JOURNAL ()}' MATERIALS SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING. 

We salute Professor Or. Lavinel G. Ionescu on 
the occasion of his fifty-fifth birthday, congratulate 
him for his effort during the last thirty years and 
wish him happiness, good health, good will and success 
for the days ahead. 

o'or. L. G. Ionescu i sOcio da American Cl'terof · 
cal society desde 1g55, American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, 'Astrono131cal Society 
of Las Cruces, Sociedade Bras1le'ira.de Qufmfca. 
Associa~io Brasilefra de Qulmica, Socfedade Brasf 
leira de B1oqulmica e Biologia Molecular, Socieda
de Brasfleira para o Progresso da C1enc1a, The 
Planetary Society e da Sociedade Iberoamerfcana de 
Cr1stafs Liqufdos. 

Ele desempenou a fun~ao de Secretarfo Regional 
da Soci edade Brasileira de Qu1mica de 19B7 a 1990,"
foi Representante Nacional do Brasil na Commieeion 
on Cottoid and Surface Chemaitry Inotuding Catatyaia 
da INTERNATIONAL UNION OF PTJRE AND APPLIED CHEMISTRY 
CIUPAC) de 1983 a 1985, Representante do Brasil no 
Programa de Qufmica da UNESCO para Amirfca Latina. 
membro da Escuela Latinoamericana de Qufmica Inorga
nica e Consu1tor da maiora das agencias de fOTllento 
a pesquisa no Brasil. 

0 Prof. Dr. Lavtnel G. fone·scu fot Paranfnfo 
e Professor Horoenageado 8e ?tiUftas turroas de 
qufmicos fOTmados' na UntversfiJade Yedef'al do Rio 
Grande do Sul. Pont1f1'cta Unfversfdade ·cat8'1fca do 
Rio Grande do Sul e na Universfdade Luterana do 
Brasil. 

Ele e PesqufsadorlIA(categorfa mais al ta} do 
CNPq- Conselho Nac1onal de Desenvolvfmento Cientf
ff co e TecnolOgtco e seu nome esti incluido em 
Amertoan Men and Y?mten of Soienoe, rnio ie HJio, 1!1ro 
ie Jlho in the f!"ot~d, Internatlonai 11110 te Nho e 
The ~rtd Book of rone8cu's. 

Em 1965, de pois de se fornar CWll Laude na 
University of New Mexico, o Go·vernador Tom Campbell 
declarou o Or. L. G. Ionescu nctdadQI) Honorarlo do 
Estado do llovo M6£tco" e durante a sua permanincfa 
como jovem professor na New Mexico Highlands Univer
sity, Las Vegas (1972-75} ele teve lfga~Oes estreitas 
com o Gabfnete do Governador Bruce King e o seu 
Secretarfado. 

Ele e editor do QV!MICO PAMPEANO e. do SOUTHERN 
BRAZILIAN JOURNAL OF CHEMISTRY e faz parte do Corpo 
Editorial de virias revistas e periOdicos. incluindo 
O BRAZILIAN JOVRIJAL OF MATERIALS SCIENCE AND . 
ENGINEERING. 

S~udamos o Prof. Dr. lavinel G. Ionescu na ocas1io 
do seu 559 aniversirio, o fe11ctamos e parabenizamos 
pelo seu esforco:- durante os ultimos trinta anos,e lhe 
desejamos felicidade, saUde,boa vontade e €xito nos 
a nos vindouros. 
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