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Arthur F. Fishkin, Prominent Biochemist and Educator 

In 1968, forced by circumstances, Prof. Dr. Arthur F. Fishkin left 

Las Cruces and went to the School of Medicine of Creighton University 

in Omaha, Nebraska, where he remained for the rest of his life. 

He was sad about the fact that his Research Group and his 

Research Laboratory , built with so much effort, would be dismantled. 

He knew that at Creighton University, an institution mainly devoted to 

teaching and the training of health professionals, he would have less 

time and fewer collaborators to continue his research. It was, after all, 

a question of survival and he had the responsibility of the life and 

and education of his wife and four small children and this was much 

more important. 

Besides his effort of almost half a century in the training of health 

professionals, Prof. Dr. Arthur F. Fishkin made important 

contributions to science. His discovery of the racial differences in the 

composition of blood vessels and their relationship to cardiovascular 

disease, led to the Bogalusa Heart Study led by Gerald S. Berenson 

that lasted more than thirty years. He had ample research support 

from the Louisiana Heart Association, National Institutes of Health 

and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

He was a member of the New York Academy of Sciences, Phi 
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Lambda Upsilon, Sigma Xi-The Scientific Research Society of 

America, American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 

American Institute of Chemists, Society for Complex Carbohydrates 

and the American Chemical Society. 

Prof. Dr. Arthur Fishkin liked people and liked to talk to people. 

He had a quality called empathy and in many ways he was an 

archetype. He was a great person, teacher, mentor, educator and 

friend. 
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