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ABSTRACT 

Professor Dr. lAvin~/ G. /onescu Will' lxJrn of RonfJJJfiGn pllrettts In V81'Sd (Vnac, Werschetl), /HJnDI, 
'Yugoolov/a (present dGy Serblti) on May /9, 1943. He aJttnded prllfttJry and -dory sc/Uxlb In 
Yugoolarla. Italy and Swlturland. He did his u~rdugradJiole studies 111 Compton Colltg~ Unlvenlty of 
California at Lo.• Ange/I!S and the Unhtenity of New Mtx/CtJ. He obtained the B.S. Degre" In 
Chonlstry from the University of New Mulco, Albul[uerque, USA In 1964 and 1M M.S. Dtgru 
In /966. He.....,. awa,Jed lire Plr.D. Dtgne llf Physlca/ Cltemlstry by New Mexico State University, 

LDS CructS. USA In 1970. 1/e also a/lorded Medical Sdt(J()L Prof. L. G. /oni!SCJlls a U.S. dt/un. He 
did pO$/doctom/work ai the Univenlty of Ca/Jfornla, Santo Barbura and has held faculty po.fidons at 
unlvmltlesln the Unhed $/aii!S and Brad/. He wtJS ltutrllmenta/ln the est/Jbllshment of many 
graduate or und•'11radJilde progrcms In dtemlslry, chrmlca/ engineering, pharmacy. matu/Gis scknce 
and engineering and scltlllce education In Brttzil and the Un/Jed Sta/4 11/s restllrch work lndudt!S 
liquid sclndllators, radioactive Isotopes, noble gases. soludo11 thumodylfamlcs, surfactant• and 
ml~l/1!3, mice/tar MtafysJs, respiratory plgment:r, membrane mt>dels and history and philosophy of 
sdence. Be has traitJed mare/han one ltundud sd.,ntists from differmt ptJrls of tlte worlil, Is tU 
author of approxJmately three hundred and fifly sclendjic works ond has been the reclpl«n/ of many 
prim; and awards. 

RESUMO 

Professor Dr. La••lnd G. /ontscu nasceu de pGis romtnos em Jlllrsd (Vrsac, Wenchet;). Banm, 
lugtJSkMa (atualmente St!r.1a) em J9 dt Mata de 1943. Fez os utu dGs de prlmdro" segundo grau na 
/ugosllivla, IIJIOa e Su!t;tL RealiLOu os e.rtudJJs de gradJJa¢o em Compton College, Unlvmlty of 
Ca/Jfornla at Los Angeles e Unlvenlty of New Mexico. E/e obleve o 1/Ju/o de B.S. ., flltlmiu 1111 

Unh•uslty of New Mtx/ca, Albuquerque, USA em 1964 eo tfl11lo de !rt.S. ""'(luimictJ em 1966. Eie 
obll!l•t o 1/tu/q de Plr.D. em Fuiro-(!llfmlctz em 1970""' /V«W Mt!ldco SIDle Unlvonlty, Las Cruus. 
USA. Ell! tambim cunou a Faculdade de Medic/no. 0 Prof. Dr. L. G. lonesCJI e ddad/lo dos &tadoo 
Un/dt)S. Reai/VItl estudos de p6so{foutorado na Unlvenlty of California, Santa Barbara, USA e ocupou 
CD'1/0S de profi!S$()r.,. •dritJS unl>-enl4ttdes nos &tudos Unidos e no BrasiL A sua contrlbulf40 fol 
lmponunte no estllbdeclmeltiO de cursoo d nlvel de grllduaf81) e pJs-gradua¢q ott quimlctl. 
engenffaria qu lmlca, farm6cia, dincla e mgenlraria dos materials t edlica¢o em dine/a no Br<WI t 
nos £stodtJS UttiJ/os. As suasaJi>·lilades de pesqulsa lnduttm dndludGres liquldos, is6Jopos radtoallvtJS, 
g41'l!S nobru, termodinlimica de solur&!s, surfalimtl!:f e mlct!IDS, cat61ist mlct!IIIT, plgmentos 
resplra16rlos, trUH/eltJS de membranas e hlst6rla e Jllo.s<>j/o dtl cline/a. E/e prqtJrou mGis de cem 
pesquL<adores de •ilrla.Y panes do numdo, i autor dt oproxlmadamentt treuntos e clnq/lenta 

traba/hos dentfjlcos efo/ JronradG com multo.s primios e disdn¢1!:1. 

KEYWORDS: Hislory or Chemistry, Hlstory and Philosophy orSekaoe, No!Jit Coses, 
Surractants a11d Mi«llts, Ml<eUar Catalysis, Solution Tb~rmodyaamles. 
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We have written an extensive article in homage and tribute to 

Professor Dr. Lavind G. lonescu on the occll$ion of his SS'" birthday. 

(Cf. A.D. Martinez and B.J. Kid, South. Bra:. J. Chem., 6(6), J-10, 1998). 

Professor Lavine! G.Ionescu was born on May 19, 1943 1n Vllrset (Vrsac, 

Werschetz), Banal Yugoslavia (present day Se.rbla). His father, Gheorghe I. 

lonescu, a languages teacher and linguist, wu originally from Plopeni, Constanta, 

Romania and bis mother Maria (a. BorloVllnn) lonescu, an accountant, was 

from Alibunar, Banal Yugoslavia. 

Prof. Dr. L. G. lonescu attended primary a nd secondary schools in Yugoslavia 

(Samianas-Baritc, Alibunar and Uzdin), Italy (l'ricste, Semina rio Vescovile 

and Liceo-Ginnuio Dante Aligbieri) and Switzerland (Rohrbach bJL, Bern). 

Be began his undergrndaate studles at Compton College, Compton California 

in 1959 where be was awarded tbe Associate in Arts Degree-Cum Laude in 1961. 

Subsequently, be continued his undergraduate studies at the Unive.rsity of 

California, Los Angeles and the University of New Mexieo, Albuquerque. 

Be obtained tbe Bachelor of Science Degree with a Major in Chemistry and a 

Minor In Mathematics with Honors from the University of New Mexico , 

Albuquerque, USA, in 1964.1o 1965 be became a U.S. citizen. 

Prof. Dr. Lavine) G. lonescu obtained the Master of ScienCI! Degree with a 

Major In Physical Organic Chemi31ry and a Mi11or in Physics from tbe University 

of New Mexico in 1966. His M.S. Thesis dealt with tbe ase of dibydronapbthaleaes 

and dibydropben.aotbreaes as liquid scintilhttors , was doue under tbe supervision 

of Professors Guido H. Daub and Francis Newton Hayes of tbe Los Alamos 

Scientific Laboratory and received financial support from the United States 

Atomic Energy Coii1Dli$sioa. 
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PROF. DR LA VINEL G.IONESCU 
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Professor L. G. lonescu obtained the Doctor of Philosophy Degree with a 

Major in Physical Chemistry and Minors i11 Aslrophysics atUI Biology from 

New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, USA in 1970. His Ph. D. Dissertation 

dealt mainly with solution thermodynamics , included the study or the Interaction 

of leguminous hemoglobin with nitrogen and xenon, the properties of tbe 

xenon -water clathrate and the solubility of gases in water and aqueous solutions: 

The work was performed under tbe supervision of Professor Gordon J. Ewing and 

rec:eived financial support from the National Science Foundation. 

Dr. L. G. loneseu did postdoctoral work at New Mexico State University and 

the University of California, Santa Barbara, where be coDaborated with Professor 

Clifford A. Bunton in tile area of aggregation colloids and micellar catalysis. 

He also attended Medical School for several years. 

Prof. Dr. Lavinel G. Ioneseu began his academic career as Teaching A.ss'istant 

at th• University of New Mexico and New Mexico State University and as 

Technical Assistant at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, USA, positions held 

from 1964 to 1970. During the period from 1972 to 1978 be held faculty positions 

at New Mexico Highlands University, Las Vegas, NM, USA and the University of 

Detroit, Detroit, Michigan, USA. 

In June of 1978, accepting au invitation from the Brazilian Ministry of 

Education and Culture, Dr. L. G. loneseu went to Brazil and joined the faculty 

of the Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina, Florian6polis as Full Professor 

of Chemistry. Together with other American and foreign faculty members be 

helped establish tbe Graduate Program in Pbyskal Chemistry and in Physiscs 

at UFSC in Florian6polis. 
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In 1983, Prof. Dr. Lavine! G.looescu moved to Porto AJegre wbere be became 

a f2culty member at the Uaiversidade Federal do Rio Graode do Sal. Be occ:apied 

the posltioos of Full Professor or Materials Science In the School of Engineering 

and Professor of Chemistry lo the lnstituto de Qulmle2 and played u lmportut 

role in the establisltmeot of tbe Doctoral Program La Materials Sdeuee and 

MetaUarglcal Engiaerlag and the MMter Program io Chemistry. 

In 1991, after deoouncing natioowlde on radio, televisloo and new~papers 

ecologic crimes, embez:tlement or public funds, corruption ud other 

administrative irregularities at the Uoiversidade Feelers! do Rio Graade do Sui 

(UFRGS) be was stripped of all bls academic rights and dismis5e'd from the 

faculty or UFRGS in an arbitrary act that Involved harassment, political 

persecution ud ud dietatorialaad iaquisitloaal overtooes. He was forced to ask 

for spKial protection from the Braziliaa Federal Police ud the Americao Couul. 

This shameful and sad event Ia tbe history of the Federal University of Rio Grande 

do Sui (UFRGS) led to legal battles that lasted more tbao two decades and ended 

up in the Brazili1D Supreme Court. 

Soon afterwards in 1991, Prof. Dr. Lavinel G. lon~n wu appointed 

Professor of Chemistry at the Unlversidade Luterana do Brull (ULBRA), 

Caooas, RS and Pontlflcia Uaiversidade Cat611ca do Rio Grande do Sui (PUCRS), 

Porto Aleg~ positioos that be held uotil1004, wheo be retind from academies 

and began to dedicate bis effort to the editiug of journals and scientific coosulting. 

He has been Visitiog Professor at tbe University of California, Saota Barbara, 

Uoiversldade de Caxias do Sill, Uoiversidade Regional de Blumeau, Uajversidade 

Federal de Saota Maria, lnsltato Luterano de Eosiao Superior, Manaus, 

AmliZOnas and other unlversltlcs In various continents. 
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During almost flve dec:ades as a facu.lty member at various uaivel'3ities, 

Prof. Dr. L. G. looescu participated on a wide number of committees and held 

different administrative positions In the United States and BrazJI. 

lo terms of didactic activities, Professor L. C. Jouescu taught mainly courses in 

physical cltemistry at all levels and occasionally general and inorgaaic chemistry, 

biocltemistry, quntum mecltaoics aod history aad philosophy of science. 

He was the 61'31 scieatist iD Bnzil to teacb a formal advaaced coal'3t on matter 

and materials under extreme conditioas in Porto Alegre aad Manaus, Amuonas. 

Prof. Dr. L. G. Ionescu's research activities ioclude liquid scintlllators, radio-

active Isotopes of Fe and Th, noble ga84ls, solution thernlodynamlcs, surfactants 

and micelles, micellar catalysis, respiratory pigments, membrane models and 

history and philosophy of science. l:fe bas trained more tha.n one hundred 

scientists from difJereat parts or the world aad is the aatllor of approximately 

350 scientific papers. A list of represtatative publicatioas is givea at the ead of 

tbb article. 

Prof. Dr. L. G. lonescu b fluent In many European laDguages, including 

RomaBian, Serbo-Croatian, Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Gumao, 

English and others. AI times, he surprises people conversl.ng in Chinese, 

Japanese, Swahili or Hindi. 

Prof. L. G. looescu is a widely traveled per.10o ud bis joarneys included tbe 

Arctic Circle, Sonoru Desert, Siern Madre, Carpatlliu.s, Alps, tile Andes aad 

Acoacagua, the Islands oftbe Pacific aad the Amazon. 

His bobbies include stamp collecting, mountaiD climbing, swimming, 

astronomy, folklore ud tbe traditions of many people. 
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Prof. Dr, L. G. Jooescu became widely kDowo throughout Brazil as 

uader of the PrO- Ecologia Group of Porto Alegre and Vlamao after denouncing 

the ecologic crimes of the Campus do Vale of the Federal University of Rio 

Grande do Sui, widespread corruption and embezzlement of public funds at 

the same Institution. He appeared Oil all television channels and many radio 

programs throughout Brazil and his interviews covered entire pages of 

Jornal do Brasil, the country's most important newspaper at the time. 

On the streets of Porto Alegre, many people greet him as the "Courageous 

Professor" and in Viamio, city where be Jives since 1983, people address him 

res~tfully as Profej-sor or Profes.vor 1Avl11eL Dr. Dimitrios Samios, tormer 

Dean of the College of Cheml~try and UFRGS's best !mown chemist, bas made 

public depositions considering Prof. D. L. G. lonescu a.n archetype, a model 

person or prototype that appeared at the wrong place before bis time. 

Prof. Dr. Lavine! G.Iooeseu has received many prizes, distinctions and 

awards , has given invited lectures in more than twenty five countries and 

organized or helped organize many scientific events all over the world. 

We cite only the Symposium on Chemistry in Latin AmeriCil during the 

First Chemical Congress of the North American Continent In Mexico City 

in 1975 and various International Symposia on Surfactants in Solution. 

He Is a member of the American Chemical Society since 1965, Sigma Xi-

Scientlflc Research Society of America, Sigma Pi Sigma-National Physics 

Honor Society (USA), New Mexico Academy ofSclence, Michigan Academy of 

Arts, Science and Letters, New York Academy of Sciences, Founding Member of 

the American Romanian Academy of Arts and Sciences together with 
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Moa&. 0. Birlea, Mircea Eliade and Gwrge EmU Palade; and Founding President 

ofSarmiscgetll$8 Research Group of Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA and member of 

many other learned societies, including tbc Astronomical Society of La.! Cruces. 

He was Researcher lA of tbe Brazilian National Research Couoc:U (CNPq) and 

in 2004 be received tbe Technology Prize from PETROBRAS (Brazilian Pttroleum 

Compuy). 

Prof. Dr. L. G. looescu is an Honorary Otizen oftheStaJeafNewMwoo 

and was Brazilian National Representative at tbe lnternaliooal Union of Pure and 

Applied Chemistry (IUPAC). 

When asked about his main contributions In teaching, Prof. L. G. lonescu cites 

many courses io Q1111ntum Chemistry that opened tbe frontier io SoutJiern Bruit, 

the course oo Matter and Malt rials under Extre~ Conditions and the course on 

History and Philosophy ofScillnce, given to thousand.! of freshmen studeou iatlle 

sciences ud mathematics at ULBRA. 

In research he mentions especially the work on relaxation pbeoomena and 

liquid dynamics, the use of micelle formation to probe tbe structure of water 

and various studies in solution thermodynamics. 

He also likes to stress his contributions for several decades, especially as 

Chief Editor of the Southern Bra:// fan Journal of Chemistry aod Editor of the 

Braz)lian Journal of Maurials Scillnce and Engineering. 

We salute Professor Dr. Lavine! G. looescu OD the occasion or his 

seventieth birthday, congratulate bim for his effort and contributions for 

nlmost half a century aod wish him bappiaess, gocd bealtb, gocd will and success 

for the days to come. 
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